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In January 2015 a man living in the Sandton area 
contacted the Schnauzer Club as he needed to rehome 

his two male miniature schnauzers.  

These two minis were only one and half years old and 

the owner could not cope with them anymore.  The 
owner previously had a Jack Russell which died of old 

age but he found the minis very demanding and 
needy, completely different to the previous dog, and 

wisely felt they needed a more suitable home. I did a 
home visit to view the two, named Bennie and Hugo, 

and was horrified at their state. They both appeared 
moth-eaten, were listless and totally miserable. They 

cowered when I went to touch them and seemed 
unused to human contact. The owner mentioned they 

had a skin disorder but did not know what caused it, 

despite having sought veterinary advice.  

I immediately agreed to take them and the next day, 

our Secretary, Muriel picked them up and took them 
to Olivedale Veterinary Clinic. The owner gave the 

club a monetary donation to assist with veterinary 

expenses.  

The vet took one look at them and said they both had 

highly contagious Sarcotic Mange as well as 
Seborrhea. They would therefore have to be shaved 

bald, be bathed each day in a strong antiseptic, toxic 

solution and remain in their care for 10 days!!   

They got the best possible Veterinary care in the time 

they remained at the Clinic. The staff gave them lots 
of TLC and I visited them and took them for walks 

regularly. After a day or two of treatment they stopped 
scratching and were obviously feeling much more 



Schnauzer Snippets 

comfortable. Still, the light in their eyes had vanished and they were 

very unhappy, stressed doggies. Luckily they were totally devoted to 
each other and we knew that they would have to be rehomed 

together.  Within a few days of advertising them, a lovely young 
couple, Bernice and Shaun, responded and paid them a visit.  

Immediately after meeting Bennie and Hugo they agreed to adopt 
them, despite understanding how much care they would require, 

especially for the skin treatment as well as the psychological damage 

they had endured. 

Now a year and nine months later, Bennie, now called Bentley, and 

Hugo, have a new human baby brother to enjoy and play with and 
have blossomed into wonderful, happy, healthy schnauzers, full of 

the joys of life!! 

Thank you Bernice and Shaun for welcoming these two into your 

lives – they could not have a better home than they have now!! 

                                                                                    by Jenny Churchill          

Bennie and Hugo on 28 January 2015 on arrival at Olivedale 

Veterinary Clinic 
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Another view of their 

shocking condition in 

January 2015 

 

 

 

 

Bernice and Shaun with 

the adopted Bennie 

(Bentley) and Hugo on 

their way to their new 

home 

 

 

 

   Bentley and Hugo as they are 

today 
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The committee of the 

Schnauzer Club of Gauteng 
extend grateful thanks to 

all who assisted in bringing 
about such a 

transformation in their lives 
and showing what the 

power of love and care can 

do — thank you! 
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Friendship in Dogs 

Jennifer S Holland collects stories of dogs who made 

friends in unlikely places 
 

When Jennifer S Holland’s pet chameleon went missing, she figured 
it was only a matter of time before the tiny lizard would die of 

dehydration. A day later, Holland found him safe and sound, nestled 
gently in the moist, warm mouth of her dog, Tai. 
“I don’t know why Tai didn’t bite down,” the DC-based writer says. 

“She [would chew] on everything else.” 
 

Though we can’t know Tai’s thought process, it does seem that dogs 
have an uncanny ability to empathize across species lines, Holland 

says. In fact, dogs are the original cross-species communicators, 
having befriended us humans some 30,000 years ago. 

 
For her new book, “Unlikely Friendships: Dogs,” Holland has 

collected 37 true tales of dogs bonding with creatures across the 
zoological spectrum, including 

reptiles and birds. The way dogs can 
pick up on the needs of creatures so 

different  from themselves is 
inspirational.  

 
“Looking at the current political 

climate, I’m starting to think maybe 
we should be learning something 

from these dogs,” she says. 
 
Hooting and howling 

 
Ingo and Poldi, a Belgian Malinois 

and a pygmy owl, live in Dusseldorf, 
Germany, where they go outside and 

watch deer together. Their owner 
was surprised when the two bonded 

because Ingo is not a very friendly 



dog, Holland says. “This is a dog that you’d expect to immediately 

pick up and shake this bird and kill it, and instead they are really 
buddies,” she says. One time, when Poldi’s foot was injured in a hawk 

attack, Ingo gently licked the owl’s wound and kept her company 
while she healed. 

 
Licked back to life 

 
In 2009, the Hecker family in Germany took in a fawn who’d lost her 
mother. Despite the family’s best efforts, the little deer, Tirza, 

remained stressed 
and weak. As a last

-ditch effort, they 
let their gentle dog, 

Laska, try to soothe 
the deer. Laska 

licked the fawn 
until she calmed 

down enough to eat 
— and the two 

became inseparable 
until Tirza grew up 

and returned to the 
company of other 

deer in a nearby 
wildlife preserve. 

 
 

 
 
 

A stable relationship 
 

When Leslie Stark brings her Doberman to the stable in Lima, Peru, 
where she keeps her horse, the strangest thing happens: The dog lies 

down and the horse gives him a full-body massage. Afterward, the 
two romp around together, though Stark “keeps an eye on them and 

pulls the dog away if it looks like they might be getting too rough,” 
Holland says. 
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Friendship in dogs …. 

Meerkat manor 

 
When the Bent family in Derbyshire, England, brought home a 

meerkat named Timone, they thought she’d join up with their existing 
colony of meerkats. Instead, the established meerkat gang attacked 

the newcomer, leaving her isolated and scared. Enter Poppy, a 
Chihuahua-Maltese mix. “This little dog, it’s like he noticed the 

meerkat was lonely and filled in,” Holland says. Now the two are 
inseparable, eating, sleeping and even taking baths together. 
© Washington Post 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 

The friendship of a dog is precious. It becomes even more so when one 
is so far removed from home….I have a Scottie. In him I find consolation 

and diversion…he is the one person to whom I can talk without the 

conversation coming back to war. Dwight D. Eisenhower  
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While we believe the information in this newsletter to be 

accurate, we cannot guarantee its soundness and it does 
not necessarily reflect, directly or indirectly, the point 

of view of the editor or committee of the Schnauzer 

Club of Gauteng 



Issue 2 of 2016 Page 7 

30 AUGUST 2016 
 

Dog owners have long argued that their pets can understand what they 
are saying, and now science has proven them correct. 

A new study has shown that dogs use the left hemisphere of their brain 
to process the meaning of words, and their right side to work out the 

intonation – exactly the same way humans process language. 
 

It means that dogs can pick up when their owners are not being 

consistent in their language and tone. For example, when a dog is 
praised, the reward centre of its brain fires up, but only if a praising 
tone is used. If an owner says ‘good boy’ in a listless, subdued manner 

the dog will know it is not really being praised. 
 

Likewise, anyone who has wondered why a dog will not stop licking 
their face as they laughingly tell them to stop, now has an explanation. 

“We humans love talking to dogs, we call them by names, praise them, 
scold them but quite little is known about how dogs interpret our 

words,” said lead researcher Dr Attila Andics of the department of 
ethology at Eötvös Loránd University in Budapest, Hungary. 

 
“Many people would propose dogs might care about how we intonate 

but what we say might not be so important to them. We decided to look 
into the brain. We trained the dogs to lie motionless. We let them listen 

to their trainers' speech. Dogs sometimes heard praise words and other 
on occasions they hear praise words in a non-praising intonation. We 

tested for brain regions that respond differently for words. 
 

“The results showed something very interesting. Dogs do care about 
what we say and how we say it, and the mechanism is very similar to 

that of humans. Dogs can also tell apart word meaning and word 
intonation.” 

 

The study is the first of its kind to investigate how dog brains process 
speech. The researchers trained 13 dogs to lie motionless in an MRI 

Dogs understand what we say — from the 
Science journal 



scanner so their brains could be monitored while they listened to 

recordings of their trainers saying various phrases, such as ‘Well 
done’, ‘clever’ and ‘good boy’. The phrases were either said in an 

appropriate or inappropriate tone. 

 
“Dogs heard praise words in praising intonation, praise words in 

neutral intonation, and also neutral conjunction words, meaningless 
to them, in praising and neutral intonations,” said PhD student Anna 

Gábor, one of the study authors. “We looked for brain regions that 
differentiated between meaningful and meaningless words, or between 
praising and non-praising intonations.” 

 
The reward centre in a dog's brain is only active when intonation and 

word meaning match up. The brain images showed that dogs prefer to 
use their left hemisphere to process meaningful but not meaningless 

words. However, dogs activate a right hemisphere brain area to tell 
apart praising and non-praising intonation. 

 
The team also found that praise activated dogs’ reward centre – the 

brain region which responds to all sorts of pleasurable stimuli, such 
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as food, sex, being petted, or music in humans. Crucially, the reward 

centre was active only when dogs heard praise words in praising 
intonation. | How to teach your dog to fetch 

02:28 
“It turned out that when we praise a dog it activates the reward 

centre of their brain but only if word meaning and intonation are 
praising,” added Dr Andics. “So dogs not only tell apart what we say 

and how we say it, but they can also combine the two, for a correct 
interpretation of what those words really meant. Again, this is very 
similar to what human brains do. 

 
“Using words may be a human invention but now we see that the 

neural connections used to process them are not uniquely human.” 
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Club Contact details 
 

Chairman: Cherry Foss 

cherryg@global.co.za 

 

Secretary: Muriel Joubert 

info@schnauzerclub.co.za 

 

Membership: Jenny Churchill 

jchurchill@bdo.co.za 



SHOW SCHNAUZER CLASS 

Best of Breed – Mini   Bijou  Jackie Welch 

Best of Breed – Giant   Nicola  Heike Joubert 
Best of Breed – Standard &   Enrico  Heike Joubert 

    Best Puppy 
Overall Best Show Dog  Bijou  Jackie Welch 

STANDARD COMPANION SCHNAUZERS   

Best of Breed & Best Veteran  Alcapone Brenda Marais 

GIANT COMPANION SCHNAUZERS 

Best of Breed Giant   Mauser Danie Kemp 

Reserve Best of Breed & Best Vet Bussy  Tracey Symes 

MINIATURE COMPANION SCHNAUZERS 

Young Adult (1-3 yr) group were split – winners were : 

Section 1 Dogs  1st  Indigo Beatrice Josselsohn 
    2nd Enzo Carien & Thomas Theron 

Section 1 Bitches 1st Chloe Kerry Archer 
    2nd Maddie Graham Cohen 
    3rd Hanna Kerry Archer 

 
Section 2 Dogs  1st Remi Louise Thompson 

    2nd Odin Eddie Weiner 
    3rd Wiggles Jana du Toit 

    4th Finn Babet du Toit 
Section 2 Bitches 1st Heidi Carien & Thomas Theron 

    2nd Jacky Louise Thompson 
    3rd Gretchen Linda Edmeston 
 

Open (4-6 yr) Dogs  1st Schatzi Linda Edmeston 
    2nd Dougal Muriel Joubert 
  Bitches 1st Lexi  Eddie Weiner 

    2nd Lola Graham Cohen 
 

Senior(7-10 yr)Dogs  1st Rossi Muriel Joubert 
    2nd Basil Steph Gunther 
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Schnauzer Fun Day 6 August 2016 
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   Bitches 1st Sadie Steph Gunther 

 
Veteran (over 10 yr) Bitch  1st Jemma Jenny Churchill 

   Dog  1st Tobi Louise Thompson 
 

Best of Breed Mini   Indigo  Beatrice Josselsohn 
Reserve Best of Breed   Tobi  Louise Thompson 

Best Veteran    Tobi  Louise Thompson 
Res Best Veteran   Jemma Jenny Churchill
   

OVERALL WINNERS IN THE 2016 SCHNAUZER COMPANION FUN DAY 

BEST IN SHOW          GIANT Mauser Danie Kemp 
RES BEST IN SHOW    MINI Indigo  Beatrice Josselsohn 

3RD BEST IN SHOW  STD Alcapone Brenda Marais 
 

BEST Veteran IN SHOW GIANT Bussy  Tracey Symes      
RES BEST Vet IN SHOW  MINI Tobi  Louise Thompson 
3RD BEST Vet IN SHOW   STD Alcapone Brenda Marais 

CUTIE PIE OF THE DAY 

GRETCHEN – owned by Linda Edmeston 

AGILITY WINNERS 

This was a lot of fun with most Schnauzers taking part, no matter if they 

walked or run over the jumps with their dogs – everyone who attempted 

the course received a “PLACED’ rosette and prize. 

Quickest Time for the Day  Mini Finn Babet du Toit 

2nd      Mini Rossi Muriel Joubert 

3rd     Mini Lexi Eddie Weiner 

 

 

RAFFLE HAMPER   1ST PLACE LOUISE THOMPSON 

    2ND PLACE BEATRICE JOSSELSOHN 

    3RD PLACE THOMAS THERON 

SPECIAL CAKE RAFFLE WINNER DANIE KEMP 

 

THANKS TO HILLS FOR THEIR GENEROUS SPONSORSHIP 
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Cause 4 Paws would like to say a huge THANK YOU to The Schnauzer 
Club Gauteng for the donations we received at your Fun Day. Cause 

4 Paws would not be able to do what we do without the help of people 

such as yourselves. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 

Lindsay and Catherine 

    

 

 

 

 

More from the Schnauzer Fun Day 
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'It was just mind-blowing to think that we had found her – it was 

a miracle' 
 

A small stray dog had won hearts all over the world after deciding to 
follow an Australian runner for several days during an ultramarathon 

through China’s vast, forbidding Gobi desert. Dion Leonard fell in love 
with the dog, named her Gobi and planned to bring her back to his 

home in Edinburgh, Scotland.  
 

Then, on Aug. 15, just before she was due to travel to Beijing to enter 
quarantine, the dog disappeared, scampering out an open door in the 
Chinese city of Urumqi, where she was being looked after. 

 
Leonard flew back to China to look, launching a media and social 

media campaign and putting posters up all over the city. Volunteers 
helped him scour Urumqi, asking guards, taxi drivers, cleaners and 

fruit vendors; visiting parks and dog shelters; and talking to anyone 
who might have seen the dog. Local television interviewed Leonard, and 

residents stopped him in the street to say they were looking, crying 
about the story, he said. Phoenix media even launched a live blog to 

update people about the search. But at the bottom of his heart, 
Leonard feared it would be a fruitless quest. Urumqi is a huge city of 3 

million people, and he feared the dog could even have run back into the 
countryside that surrounds it, where people speak the Uighur 

language, don't use social media and were unlikely to even be aware of 
the campaign. 

 
“I needed to come and do it, just to be sure in my own mind I had done 

it,” he told BBC Radio Five Live. “But realistically, I was dreading 
having to go back home next week without her.” Then, on Wednesday 

evening, a Chinese man called: He and his son had seen a small stray 
dog in a local park while walking his own dog. They had brought her 
home and thought she could be the one. Still, after a couple of false 

alarms, Leonard was skeptical. The man had sent pictures, but the 
lighting wasn't good. "Walking into the room, I was already thinking 

this isn't going to be Gobi, and I'm a bit down about the last few days," 
he told The Washington Post. "I walked into the room, and I didn't say a 

Dion Leonard and Gobi the dog 
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word. There were actually about 10 people in the room at this stage." 

"Gobi spotted me as soon as I walked in, and she started running 
toward me. Literally, she was running up my leg and jumping all over 

me and squealing with delight." "It was just mind-blowing to think that 
we had found her," he said. "It was a miracle." Talking to the BBC 

earlier, Leonard called it "love again at immediate sight." 
 

Leonard told the 
BBC’s Phil Williams 

t h a t  h e  h a d 
struggled to stay 
positive during his 

stay in Urumqi, 
especially as time 

ran out before he 
had to return to 

Britain next week. "I 
had actually spoken 

to Phil the night 
before, and I was 

pretty down and 
depressed about 

things," he said. "I 
was starting to 

realize this wasn't 
going to happen." Leonard told The Post that the day he had heard 

Gobi had gone missing was "pretty close to one of the worst days" of 
his life but that being reunited with her was one of the best. 

SNIPPETS—CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 

If you would like to place an advert, please email details to  

info@schnauzerclub.co.za 

Cost = R50 per insert per edition in Snippets 

Details = Limited to approx. 25 words 

Services/kennels/grooming/pet friendly holiday accommodation and 
similar; no breeder adverts; no pictures 
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The committee wishes 
all its members a very 
happy Christmas and 
all good wishes and 
good health for 2017 


