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It doesn’t matter if you are a cat person or a dog person, the fact still 

stands that dogs play a crucial role in our culture. Some dogs are used 

to rescue those in need; others are used to assist people who may 

need a little extra help with everyday tasks. But arguably, one of the 

greatest roles of dogs in our culture is that of friendship, for what 

animal has such unconditional love as the dog. It’s no wonder that 

these famous dogs that stole our hearts have had such an impact on 

us. 

Snoopy 

Which super popular canine has a 

United States Air Force B-58 

Hustler bomb, a special NASA 

honor, an Apollo lunar module, a 

remotely operated underwater 

vehicle and a 280-degree tributary 

loop in Vietnam’s Mekong River 

named after him? If you say 

Snoopy, then you totally nailed it. 

This fictional beagle maybe more 

than 50 years old but in truth he’s 

going to live 50 more years 

considering his extensive fame and amazingly huge following who’ll 

forever be smitten by his wit and anthropomorphic demeanor. 

Lassie 

She wasn’t just a Collie who 

became popular because of the 

films and television series she 

starred. She was “the” Lassie, 

who’s name is generic to popular 

dog in the modern times and is 

one of the three who owns a star 

in the Hollywood Walk of Fame 

plus a couple of Emmy awards for 

her films. More than that, her 

history is rooted from acts of 

bravery and courage during the 

first World War. 
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101 Dalmatians 

101 Dalmatians is one of Disney’s most loved 

films. Based on the 1956 novel by Dodie Smith 

entitled “The Hundred and One Dalmatians”, 

the animated smash hit enamored millions to 

the Dalmatian breed of dogs. Consequently, 

Disney worked with the American Kennel Club 

in order to place information within the DVDs 

that advice against impulse breed buying. 

 

Lady and the Tramp 

The famous animated romance between the 

American Cocker Spaniel named Lady and the 

stray mutt called the Tramp touched the hearts 

of canine lovers the world over in 1955 and was 

the first film released in, at that time, the New 

Cinemascope widescreen film process. It’s a 

typical love story of an upper middle class 

family pet and a street dwelling mutt whose 

attraction for each other was the only thing 

they had in common. 

Nana 

 

As the nanny of Wendy, John and Michael in the Peter Pan 

series, this St. Bernard does a wonderful job in caring for 

the children even if the master of the house is a bit 

embarrassed to have employed a dog as the nurse. 

 
 

 

Toto 

How could you not love “a little black dog with long 
silky hair and small black eyes that twinkled 
merrily on either side of his funny, wee nose”? 
Dorothy’s stolid companion in L. Frank Baum’s Oz 
books, Toto seems to be just a normal dog at the 
beginning, just an adorable foil for the heroine to 

talk to. But in later books, as other animals are 
revealed to have the ability to speak, Toto finally 
admits that he can speak too — he just chooses 
not to. Oh snap, Dorothy 

Page 2 



Snowy 
Where would Tintin be without Snowy? Dead 

several times over, we expect (and vice versa, of 

course). Snowy is a goldmine of cynical 

commentary and fond eye-rolling to Tintin’s happy-

go-lucky optimism (especially in the earlier books), 

and though, true, he sometimes gets distracted by 

bones, he is excellent at chewing through 

restraints. Just keep him away from Haddock’s 

whiskey  

 
Old Yeller 

We admit it: the name Old Yeller still kind of gives us pangs 

of deep upset left over from childhood, when we cried for 

hours over this book. Old Yeller saves the family so many 

times! And then they have to shoot him! It’s the ultimate 

sacrifice for everyone! This book was probably the very first 

tragedy of our young lives, and so will always have a special 

place in our hearts. 

 

Buck, The Call of the Wild 

Poor Buck. Stolen from a cushy life on a California ranch, he is sold into sled dog 

slavery in the harsh climes of Canada, where he becomes more beastlike than he had 

ever imagined possible. But when he meets John Thornton, he is reminded just how 

powerful love can be, even in the face of tragedy. 

Tock, The Phantom Tollbooth 
Obviously, we love Norton Juster’s Tock, the “watchdog” who rescues Milo from the 
Doldrums and accompanies him on his adventures. After all, we all need somebody to 
(im)patiently explain things to us like “since you got here by not thinking, it seems 

reasonable to expect that, in order to get out, you must start thinking.”  
Argos, The Odyssey 
One of the first dogs ever to be named in Western literature, Argos is the most faithful 
of them all — having waited for his master to return for twenty years, he is the only one 
to recognize Odysseus for his true self when he does appear. Then finally, having seen 
his master safely home, the old dog can die in peace, an enduring symbol of fidelity 
and love. 

Fang, Harry Potter 
We’ve always had a soft spot for Hagrid’s lumbering boarhound. Sure, he’s a big, 
slobbering coward — until it comes to Hagrid, and then he’s as gallant as can be, ready 
to leap in front of any stunning spells that might be sent his way. 
Jip, David Copperfield 
Dora Spenlow’s lapdog is spoiled absolutely rotten, to be sure — but then again, he’s 
only a mirror of Dora herself: pretty, irritable and always the center of attention. 
Indeed, Jip lasts only as long as Dora does, dying by her side at the exact moment his 

mistress closes her eyes for the last time. 
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Pluto 

Mickey Mouse’s mustard colored pet is one of 

the perkiest and most upbeat members 

among the Disney animated characters. He’s 

the only one of the “Sensational Six”, the 

biggest stars in the Disney universe, who does 

not dress up like a human and acts like a real 

dog. 

Hope this brought some memories and of 

course there are lots more famous dogs to be 

found in screen and print 
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SNUFFY SNACKS 
1. In a medium bowl, combine 1 cup cooked rice and 1 cup cottage cheese.  
 

2. Mix in 1/4 cup chicken broth (low-salt, organic).  
(Add pieces of boiled chicken to the mix, if desired.) 
 
3. Bake in muffin tin at 400 degrees for 40 minutes. 
 
4. Let cool. 
 
These were used with a Schnauzer that had suffered with pancreatitis 

There's a man sitting on a park bench and 
a dog sitting beside him. A stranger 
passing by asks the man..... "Does your 

dog bite?" 
"No" the man answered. So the stranger 
bends down to pet the dog and the dog 
bites him!  
"I thought you said your dog doesn't 
bite???" the man exclaimed. And the other 
man replied:  
"That's not my dog!" 

 
 
To prove that a dog is truly man's best 
friend... a husband takes his wife & his 
dog and locks them both inside the trunk 
of his car for 30 minutes.  
 
When he returns and releases the trunk 

open, guess who was still happy to see 
him?  
Well - it wasn't the wife! LOL! 



1. Dogs get jealous 

Dogs suffer from jealousy and are just as likely to turn into a green eyed monster as 
humans, according to scientists in California. 
Researchers studied 36 dogs from 14 breeds and found that most were indifferent 

when their owners ignored them until the owners showered their attention on a stuffed 
dog. 
 

2. Dogs don’t feel guilt 
Your pet pooch may get jealous, but researchers found those puppy dog eyes are not a 
sign of guilt. In fact they are just the way we interpret a dog’s reaction to being scolded. 
Alexandra Horowitz, from Barnard College in New York found all dogs looked ‘guilty’ 
after being told off for eating a forbidden treat like a biscuit - and those who were 
wrongly accused often looked more ‘guilty’ than those who really deserved to be in the 

dog house.  
 

3. Dog urine can corrode metal 
Apparently allowing your dog to wee on a lamp-post could be more dangerous than you 
think - because the acids in the urine can corrode the metal. 
In April 2003 Derbyshire County Council spent £75,000 carrying out a six month 
survey of one million lamp-posts amid fears that dog wee was causing the bases to 
crumple. In the same year, urinating dogs were blamed for a spate of lamp-posts 
collapsing in Croatia. 

 
4. Dogs can see in colour 
It is a common myth that dogs can only see in black and white but they can actually 
see colours - just not as vividly as humans. 
They only have two cones in their eyes to detect colours, whereas humans have three. 
That means dogs see colours on a blue and yellow scale but cannot distinguish 
between red and green. On the other hand, they have better night vision than humans. 
 

5. A wagging tail doesn’t always mean they are happy 
Tail wagging has its own language. Apparently dogs wag their tail to the right when 

they’re happy and to the left when they are frightened. Wagging low means they are 
insecure and rapid movements accompanied by tense muscles or dilated pupils can 
signal aggression. So every wagging tail tells its own story, if you know how to read the 
signs. 
 

6. They really are hot dogs 
Next time you see your pet pooch panting on a sunny day take pity on them. Not only 
are they wearing a huge fur coat, they also have to contend with a higher body 
temperature than you. 

The normal body temperature of a human is 37C, but a dog’s is a whole degree higher 
at 38C. That’s one reason fleas are more likely to be attracted to your dog than to you. 
And unlike humans, dogs don’t have sweat glands all over their body, just on the pads 
of their paws. 

Some awesome facts about dogs 
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Some awesome facts about dogs …. 

7. Dogs have their own ‘fingerprint’ 
A dog’s paw print may look pretty generic but their nose print is actually as unique as 
a human fingerprint. Their combination of ridges and creases is so distinct it can 
actually be used to identify them. 
 

8. Dogs dream just like you 
This won’t come as a huge surprise to anyone who has watched their own dog 
twitching or whimpering in their sleep. Dogs have the same brain wave patterns while 
they are asleep as humans, so they dream just like we do. 
But what is more surprising is the fact that not all dogs dream the same amount. 
Small dogs actually have more dreams than big dogs. For example, a small dog such as 
a toy poodle may dream once every 10 minutes, whereas a great dane may have around 
an hour between each dream. 
 

9. Dogs can fall in love 
They don't call it puppy love for nothing. The concept that dogs can fall in love was 
suggested by anthropologist Elizabeth Marshall Thomas, author of The Social Lives of 
Dogs, who believed two dogs named Sundog and Bean were agonized star-crossed 
lovers kept apart because neither of their owners wanted to give them up. 
It may sound far fetched but Paul Zak, a professor at Claremont Graduate University in 
California, found that a dog’s brain releases oxytocin - the love hormone - when it 
interacts with humans and dogs, just the same as a human brain does when we hug or 
kiss. 

 

10. You can lower your blood pressure just by petting your pup! 
Recent research on human-dog interactions showed that talking to and petting a dog 
are accompanied by lower blood pressure (BP) in the person than human conversation. 
To clarify whether cognition, conditioning, or tactual contact exerted the major 
influence in this so-called "pet effect," 60 male and female undergraduates with either 
positive or neutral attitudes toward dogs interacted with a dog tactually, verbally, and 
visually while BP and heart rate were recorded automatically. Results revealed that (a) 

subjects' BP levels were lowest during dog petting, higher while talking to the dog, and 
highest while talking to the experimenter and (b) subjects' heart rates were lower while 
talking or touching the dog and higher while both touching and talking to the dog. 
Touch appeared to be major component of the pet effect, while cognitive factors 
contributed to a lesser degree. Implications for coping with hypertension are discussed, 
and suggestions for further research are stated. 
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While we believe the information in this newsletter to be 
accurate, we cannot guarantee its soundness and it does 
not necessarily reflect, directly or indirectly, the point 
of view of the editor or committee of the Schnauzer 

Club of Gauteng 
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11. The reason dogs curl up when sleeping 
 
It is because of an age-old instinct to keep themselves warm and to protect vital 
organs while they sleep. When dogs sleep in the wild, especially where it’s cold, they’ll 

dig a nest and curl up into it. This gives them warmth — tucking into a ball conserves 
body heat. It also protects their most vulnerable organs in the abdomen from would-be 
predators. So if your pooch sprawls out to nap — instead of curling up — he’s either hot 

or he feels very safe in his environment. If a dog is in unfamiliar territory, he will revert 
back to the instinct-based, curled-up sleep position. For this reason, whenever you bring 
a new pup home, you’ll want to give him enough space to acclimate to his foreign 
surroundings.  
 
12. When dogs poop, they prefer to do it in alignment with the Earth’s 
magnetic field  
 

Several mammalian species spontaneously align their body axis with respect to 
the Earth’s magnetic field (MF) lines in diverse behavioral contexts. Dogs 
preferred to excrete with the body being aligned along the North–South axis under calm 
MF conditions. This directional behavior was abolished under unstable MF. The best 

predictor of the behavioral switch was the rate of change in declination, i.e., polar 
orientation of the MF. 

 

13. Dogs’ sense of smell is 10,000 times stronger than humans’ 
14. The Norwegian Lundehund is the only dog that has six toes on each foot!  
15. Bloodhounds are able to trace scents that are over 300 hours old  
16. Dogs can be trained to detect changes in the human body — there are even seizure 

alert dogs that assist patients during the onset of a seizure. 
17. Dogs have at least 18 muscles in each ear 

18. Dogs can recognize at least 150 words 
19. Dogs can hear about 4 times the distance of humans 
20. The Beatles included a whistle that is only audible to dogs in the song ‘A Day in 

the Life’ 



 

27th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Saturday 21st May 2016 

VENUE: 101 Silverpine Avenue, Malanshof, Randburg  
 

TIME:  14:30 
 

Notice is hereby given that the 27th Annual General Meeting of The 
Schnauzer Club of Gauteng will be held on the 21st May 2016 at the 

above venue. 

Only items submitted in writing to the Secretary by Saturday 7th May 

2016 will be included on the Agenda.  

Kindly forward to: info@schnauzerclub.co.za 

 

Only paid up members with voting rights will be able to vote at the 

AGM. Visitors are welcome. 
 

RSVP: for seating & catering arrangements please reply by 
Wednesday 18th May  
 
Tea / Coffee / sweet & savory snacks will be available 
 

NO DOGS ALLOWED AT THE AGM 

Indemnity: The Schnauzer Club of Gauteng shall not be held responsible for loss, 

injury  or damage to property, persons or dogs.  

All attendees of this function hereby indemnify the Club against any losses of 

whatever nature. 

Page 8 Schnauzer Snippets 

The club extends sincere condolences to Bobbie Gale on the 

recent untimely death of her husband, Mike Gale.  

Bobbie is a highly respected and reputable breeder and 

exhibitor of Miniature Schnauzers in South Africa.  

Bobbie has not been well over the past few months and we also 
wish her a speedy recovery. 



 
The club extends 

sincere condolences to 
Brenda Marais on the 
death of her dear 
husband, Johann.  

 
May he rest in peace.  

 
This is a recent picture 

of Johann on 
Valentine’s Day with 
their Standard 

Schnauzer, Alcapone 
 

 
 

10 signs of a spoiled Schnauzer from www.schnauzersrule.com 

You let your Mini Schnauzer pick a spot on your bed first and then try to get 

comfortable with whatever room is left for you.  

Your Miniature Schnauzer has an armoire of designer doggy clothes.  

You have more pictures of your Miniature Schnauzer in the family photo album than of 

anyone else.  

You buy your Miniature Schnauzer an outfit because it matches yours.  

You email family and friends your Schnauzer's wish list, so they'll know exactly what 

he wants for Christmas.  

You Miniature Schnauzer has his own Facebook page & twitter account.  

Your Miniature Schnauzer has his own email address.  

Your Miniature Schnauzer has his own retirement account.  

Your Miniature Schnauzer gets credit card offers and catalogues in the mail.  

While preparing meals in the kitchen, your family constantly asking you: "Is that for us 

or Finnegan?  

 

Okay, so our Miniature Schnauzers are just a wee bit spoiled. LOL. It's okay... After all 

the love, joy, and laughter they bring into our lives daily, they deserve to be pampered 
dogs.  
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How to tell if your Schnauzer is fat? 

Here are some ways to determine if your Miniature Schnauzer needs to drop a few 
kilos. Take an overhead view of your Miniature Schnauzer. There should be no bulging 
at your Miniature Schnauzer's waist line. Next, run your hands over your Miniature 
Schnauzer’s ribs. Can you feel them? If your Miniature Schnauzer’s ribs are difficult to 

feel, a diet is probably in order for your dog.  
 

Benefits of massaging your Schnauzer 
 
1. early detection of potential health problems: During the process of a canine massage 

(and when performed on a routine basis) early detection of physical changes to your 
Schnauzer's body are easily noticed. You will be in-tune with your Schnauzer's body 
and therefore be able to detect something (like a lump) developing in its early stages 

that may need medical attention.  

2. increases blood circulation which keeps oxygen and nutrients flowing to the body's 

cells, as well as helps to remove toxins from the body.  

3. minimizes aches and pains by putting gentle pressure on key acupressure points of 

the body and helps to keeps joints lubricated.  

4. lowers blood pressure  

5. alleviates constipation by stimulating blood flow and promoting intestinal motility  

6. soothes away fears and encourages relaxation  

7. strengthens the bond between you and your dog and lots, lots more! 
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Club Contact details 
 

Chairman: Cherry Foss 

cherryg@global.co.za 

 

Secretary: Muriel Joubert 

info@schnauzerclub.co.za 

 

Membership: Jenny Churchill 

jchurchill@bdo.co.za 

Some Schnauzer tips 



Diabetic Alert Dog  -  from www.mirror.co.uk 
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Diabetic alert dog smells girl's sugar drop from 5 MILES away 
then warns mum of danger  

 
Michelle Anderson Brooks was baffled when her daughter Sadie's service dog was 
agitated because she was far away at school 

 
The parents of a little girl with diabetes were alerted to a dangerous blood sugar drop by 
her medical dog - who was more than FIVE MILES away. 
 
Sadie's mum Michelle Anderson Brooks was at home with Hero when the pup started to 
wail and agitate. 
 

The four-year-old, who has Down's syndrome, has type one diabetes and is constantly 
monitored by her parents and pup. If Sadie's blood sugar falls below 100, Hero will let her 
mum and dad know by whining as he paws their left hand. The opposite issue - high blood 
sugar above 200 - will see the dog instead paw their right hand. 
 
Hero really lived up to his name when Sadie was attending her special needs class at 
Deerfield Elementary School in Cedar Hills while Hero was at home in Pleasant Grove, 
Utah. 

 
Michelle says she was concerned when he started acting up. 
"He's normally a very quiet dog . Whining is not in his protocol. But he just started 
whining and he would not stop," she told KUTV.  
 
He was giving all the signs that Sadie was in trouble, but the little girl was miles and miles 
away. 
 

Michelle called Sadie's teacher Kimberly Stoneman and asked her to check her readings. 
"I tested her and it was fine. Then within half an hour she went down," she says, the little 
girl plummeting from 122 to a dangerous 82 in minutes. 

 
Knowing that a drop like that could mean a 
diabetic coma for little Sadie, she 
immediately got assistance - all because of 
Hero's apparently super-canine sense of 

smell. 
 
The pup's trainer - KC Owens of Tattle Tale 
Scent Dogs - says dogs could sense the issue 
up to two miles away, but she is baffled as to 
the five mile distance that Hero managed. 
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• Australian researchers separated dogs from their owners for 

new study 

• They then reunited them and monitored their heart rates for 

patterns  

• Both dog and human heart rates fell, and then began to 

mirror each other 

• Researchers were stunned by how much two heart beats came 

together 
 
 

The bond between man and dog is so strong that their hearts beat in sync, a study has 
found. 
Australian researchers separated three dogs from their owners, strapped heart 
monitors on the people and animals and then watched what happened when they were 
reunited. 

Doggy and human heart rates quickly fell – and then began to mirror each other. 
Charts showed that despite beating at different rates, they followed the same pattern, 
with each dog’s heart rising and falling in tandem with its master’s. 
 
Researcher Mia Cobb, of Melbourne’s Monash University, told the Huffington Post: ‘I 
was impressed at how much they came together. 
‘The fact that they shared patterns do closely surprised me. 
‘This kind of effect of experiencing a lowered heart rate makes a significant difference to 

our overall wellbeing. 
 
‘If we can decrease our heart rate by hanging out with our animals, that’s something 
that can really benefit the community.’ 
Colleague Dr Craig Duncan, said: ‘Stress is a major killer in today’s society and, as we 
get busier and busier, it is something that is really important for us to try to help with. 
‘The Hearts Aligned project aims to show how pet ownership can help us positively deal 
with the stressors of everyday life.’ 

 
The study, which was funded by pet food firm Pedigree, is just the latest to show that 
having a dog is good for the heart. 
 
For instance, a review of research by the American Heart Association suggested that 
pet owners have healthier hearts than other people – and dog owners particularly 
benefit. 
 

This may be because of the necessity to go for walks, whatever the weather. 
 
Dogs have also been found to help keep loneliness at bay and may even guard against 
glaucoma, one of the most common causes of blindness. 

Dogs' hearts beat in sync with their 

owners -  from the Daily Mail 
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Word Search  -  see if you can find all the dog breeds from 
the list below 

What do you get when you cross a Sheepdog with a rose?  
(Answer) A Collie - Flower!!!  
 

During break time at dog obedience school, one dog said to the other... 
"The thing I hate about obedience school is you learn ALL this stuff you will  
NEVER use in the real world."  
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SNIPPETS—CLASSIFIED ADVERTS 

If you would like to place an advert, please email details to  

info@schnauzerclub.co.za 

Cost = R50 per insert per edition in Snippets 

Details = Limited to approx. 25 words 

Services/kennels/grooming/pet friendly holiday accommodation and 
similar; no breeder adverts; no pictures 
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Please remember to renew your subscription to ensure your receive all 
the Club news about events. If you have an email address please let 

the Secretary have your details. 

Annual Fun Show Day 

Saturday 6th August 2016 

 

Exciting FUN DAY 

Agility Event 

Show classes  

Lots of fun for the children 

Prizes to be won 

  

Venue: Goldfields Kennel Club, Boeing Road, Bedfordview 

Time: 10h00 Registration & Entries  

 11h00 Fun Day Starts (until approx. 15h00) 

 

Food/drinks available on sale at Goldfields Club or bring your own picnic basket, chair / 

blanket. Club promotional items will be on sale. Raffle tickets @ R10-00 each 

 

More details nearer the date 

General Rules 

All dogs must be on lead at all times and under owner control 

All dogs must be up-to-date with vaccinations 

All dogs must be up-to-date with tick and flea control  

No bitches on heat or puppies under 4 months who have not been fully inoculated will be 

permitted 

All dogs must be fit and healthy to participate in this event and an entry may be refused 

at the discretion of the Committee  

As this event is being held on Goldfields Kennel Club grounds we are bound to abide by 

their rules and those of KUSA. 

 

Sponsor: HILL’S SCIENCE DIET 
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Please see the attached membership renewal form for the 

Schnauzer Club of Gauteng 

Solution to Canine Crossword 


